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HARRY HILL 

2ND WEST RIDING BRIGADE 

ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY 

 

EARLY LIFE 

Harry Hill was born on January 
12th 1896 to Harry and Evelyn 
Hill of 205 Otley Road an ad-
dress the family would live at 
up to the Great War period. He 
was baptised at St Augustus’ 
church on 8th March the same 
year. The family operated as 
Grocers, but by 1901, Harry 
(sen) had died leaving Harry’s 
mother, Evelyn to manage the 
business. Also at home were 
Harry’s sisters Ada, Edith and 
Nellie. All now had to contrib-
ute to the family income.  

By 1911, Harry was a clerk at 
a ‘Shipping House’. Ada, the 
eldest, acted as an assistant 
in the shop, Edith was a box 
maker. Only Nellie was still of 
school age. 

A close family who would suf-
fer further loss in the war. 

Birth Record for Harry Hill 

1911 Census 

ENLISTMENT 

Harry Hill was one of the first to 
enlist on 9th September 1914, 
choosing to serve with the 2nd 
West Riding Brigade RFA. This 
was Bradford’s Artillery Brigade 
and would serve as Divisional Ar-
tillery in the 49th Division along-
side Bradford’s Territorial battal-
ion, the 1/6th West Yorkshire. 
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A CONSTANT TARGET 

As with the 1/6th West Yorks., Harry 
with ‘B’ battery, in the renamed 246th 
Bde RFA,went out to France in April 
1915. He would serve with them for 
more than two years.  

The actions of the more familiar Brad-
ford’s Territorials in Ypres and the 
Somme during 1915-16 are well known. 
However, whereas the infantry would 
be the closest to the fighting in the 
trenches, those in the RFA in the rear 
could be expected to be in these posi-
tions for much longer periods and sub-
jected to the heavier artillery barrages 
designed to destroy their guns. Being a 
member of the RFA was not an easier 
or safer option... 

It is known that ‘B’ Bty 246th Bde 
operated the 18 pounder (Quick 
Fire) artillery pieces, the most 
common used by the RFA in the 
Great War. Their rate of fire was 
such they had to be regu-
larly supplied with ammu-
nition, especially ahead 
of an expected attack. 

Harry was a Driver in ‘B’ 
Battery. His job was to 
ride the lead horse when 
pulling an 18pdr gun into 
position ready to fire. 
More often, his role would 
have been to bring ammunition 
from the rear artillery dumps to 
more fixed gun positions. 

Although not recorded in the War Diary, the Limber (used to carry shells) 
drawn by Harry Hill’s team of horses was likely hit by shellfire on the road be-
tween the Artillery Dump and 246 Brigade RFA’s position near Bank Farm. 
Harry was killed along with at least one of his Bradford friends. 

Harry’s body was buried nearby at the time though the grave site was later 
lost. His body and those of two others belonging to the RFA, presumably 
killed in the same incident, were discovered after the war (at location 
H.10.a.5.9) and identified. Their bodies were taken to Ypres Reservoir Ceme-
tery and buried side by side. These two other men can now be named: 

708403 Driver A Merrick, ‘C’ Bty, 246th RFA, aged 
20, Son of James and Hannah Merrick, of 127, West 
Park Rd., Girlington, Bradford. Native of Bradford. 
168141 Gunner Harold H.Cooke, ‘C’ Bty, 64th Bde 
RFA, aged 21, Son of James and Hannah H. Cooke, 
of 7, Cotterill St., Crewe, Cheshire. 

These three graves are located in a large group of 
Australians and Royal Engineers. 
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Close Family 

Harry’s Back pay and War 
Gratuity were equally divid-
ed between his mother and 
three sisters. This is slight-
ly unusual as normally this 
would be the wife, father 
and mother. The fact that 
all three of his sisters 
shared equally with their 
mother indicates the close-
ness of this family who had 
lost their father so early – 
how much more so would 
they have felt the death of 
their brother 

Medal Index Card, 

Medal Roll and Personal 

Effects of harry Hill 


