
NEWSLETTER

3rd August • A well attended re-run of the 
event held in horrible weather in March, Andy 
Tyne & David Whithorn led the group round the 
cemetery covering the stories of 22 soldiers 
buried or remembered in Undercliffe, the high-
lights perhaps being the tragic tale of Alfred 
Collinson who was killed aged just 18 as one of 
the very first victims of Germany's gas attacks, 
Alfred had just 5 days overseas service before 
his death and the moving story of Lt. Col 
Charles E. Scott and Capt. Eric or Billy Knowles.

BRADFORD’S MILITARY HEROES

WINTER

2019

25th August • Re-dedication of Bradford Cathe-
dral burial plot (see April's newsletter.) In glori-
ous weather, a good turnout watched Dean 
Jerry of Bradford Cathedral and Rev. Rosie Fair-
hurst re-dedicate the burial plot on Consecrated 
‘Cʼ- section holding the remains of the 1,688 
re-interred from St Peter's Church - Church 
Bank - in 1897 and 1898 as Bradford's economic 
boom claimed the burial plots to create traffic 
routes into and out of the town centre. This was 
done to mark the centenary of St Peter's Church 
becoming Bradford Cathedral. 

• NEWS ROUND UP •

BRADFORD CATHEDRAL RE-DEDICATION

We have a new Volunteer, young Tom Finch - 
who'll be 80 next year! Tom was raised in Read-
ing, Berkshire where amongst other jobs he 
worked for the Co-Operative Funeral Services in 
Reading Cemetery, his work in that theme con-
tinues! Tom came up North in 1974 to enjoy 
cheaper housing, his first one cost less than 
£500 but had no inside or outside toilet! His 
dedication to our cause is emphasised by the 
fact that he lives not in the Bradford area but the 
other side of Hebden Bridge and has two buses 
and a train to catch each way, tremendous, 
Tom's work is greatly appreciated, please come 
and follow his example!!

WELCOME TO OUR LATEST VOLUNTEER!



The volunteers have recently re-discovered the 
burial place of Felix Rimmington who was
Borough Analyst for Bradford as well as being a 
highly regarded Retail Chemist in the city centre 
and recent recipent of an historic blue plaque. 
Lots of work to do to reclaim the area, another 
Winter project.

Watch this space!

RIMMINGTON’S GRAVE FIND

Over the last twelve month the research 
volunteers have been working on the
history of the Bradford Worthies.

An event took place on Saturday 21st Sep-
tember which was well attended and 
raised over £250 towards maintenance of 
the cemetery.
Those Worthies that were covered were 
Julia Varley, Nancy De Garrs, William Gay, 
James Hanson, Sir Henry Mitchell, Joseph 
Farrar, Alfred Angas Scott, Robert Milli-
gan, Sir Isaac Holden and Sir Anthony 
Gadie.
Their stories have been posted to our 
website.
Thanks to John Jackson, David Broom-
field, Susan Crossley and Steve Lightfoot 
for conducting the tour and to all the other 
volunteers that helped out.
Tom Heggie from the Bradford Photo-
graphic Society took some brilliant photos 
of the event.

• NEWS ROUND UP •

BRADFORD WORTHIES

• CONTINUED •

10th Sept • The Annual General Meeting was held,all motions and accounts passed and two
new Trustees appointed; Chris Haxby and Stewart Field.

AGM and NEW TRUSTEES

• EVENTS •



Fund raising for Nancy De Garrs (Charlotte Brontëʼs nurse) headstone 
continues and we are making good progress in reaching our target.
Various individuals and organisations have offered help and in order to 
raise money and a booklet has been produced telling the story of Nancy 
De Garrs. This is available from the Lodge, the Brontë parsonage 
museum bookshop, Venableʼs bookshop and Spooks bookshop in
Haworth and ‘Emilyʼsʼ -  the Brontës birthplace and ‘Plenty in the 
Squareʼ in Thornton, plus the Visit Bradford tourist information centre 
in Bradford.

The booklet is £5 a copy and you can also order online through our 
website which will be slightly more to cover postage and packing.
Contributions towards the fund raising are always welcome and again 
you can do this through Virgin Money Giving via the website.

Our Family History open day event was 
fantastic and a real community event.

Many families were helped by Susan who 
was working Ancestry on the computer, 
Marjorie who was looking up the ceme-
teryʼs records and David Whithorn who 
was answering all manner of military 
questions.

John Dallas conducted a Flora and Fauna 
tour, Steve was talking to people about 
Victorian portraits and the Bradford 
Family History group were helping people 
with their enquiries and telling everyone 
what the group was all about.

Deborah, Jacqui, Margaret and Andrea 
were all helping out, recruiting new friends 
of Undercliffe, running the Cafe, and help-
ing out in lots of other ways.
Rais Hasan from the Bradford Photo-
graphic Society took some fantastic 
photos for us and the families who were 
visiting their relativesʼ grave sites.

• EVENTS •

FAMILY HISTORY OPEN DAY

• CONTINUED •

NANCY DE GARRS FUND RAISING

Special thanks go to
‘Thomas Crompton Excavations Ltd. Bradfordʼ
  for their ongoing support and supply of material.

THANK YOU



FREE
Guided Tour of
the Cemetery

A varied list of which will be posted in

Spring's newsletter or on-line.

Keep checking our website

for details.

Family History
Initial stage of a

family research for
Undercli e Cemetery

burials/commemorations.

Membership for 2020 is £10 and with funding of the cemetery becoming a heavier

responsibility for us, it's crucial this support continues, many members provided

additional donations last time which would be gratefully received again for 2020!

Financing the improvements and plans we have for the Cemetery is a real priority but a truly challenging
one and all nancial contributions will really help us achieve our goals, regular contributions as well as

individual ones can be set up and all will be gratefully received.

Please click on this link or copy and paste into your browser.

We are always on the look out for NEW members and if you

know of anybody who may be interested then please forward

this newsletter to them (or copy the link below). 

OR

NEW!

*If members could supply e-mail addresses to save postage costs, that would be a great help also.

*PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

o ce@undercli ecemetery.co.uk

From all members of the Undercli e Cemetery

committee and our amazing volunteers we

wish all our wonderful members a Merry and

peaceful Christmas and hope you all have

an amazing New Year.

IDEAL
Christmas

GIFT?

https://www.undercliffecemetery.co.uk/support-us/renewal/

https://www.undercliffecemetery.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/undercliffe_membership.pdf


